
Instructions for Signing up as a Judge for the 
2026 U.S. National Innovator Challenge (NIC)

Use this link to get to the NIC Judging Portal:

https://nic-judging-feedback-portal.web.app/login

If you already registered in 2026 to be a 
judge for an earlier program (like the 
Independent Innovator Challenge) you do 
not have to register again. You simply 
enter your “Email or Username” and 
“Password” to log in.

Click on “Forgot password” if you have 
forgotten your password and check your 
email.)

If you have not previously registered, click 
on “Register here” and complete all of the 
fields on the registration form.

https://nic-judging-feedback-portal.web.app/login


Confirm your time zone or select a 
different time zone.

Read the Confidentiality Agreement

Click on the checkbox to agree and press 
“Accept & Continue.”

You will receive the Welcome page and the message below indicating you will receive 
an email once you judge account is approved. You should expect to receive approval 
within 24 hours.



Once you have received your approval 
email, you can log in to the NIC Judging 
Portal using the credentials you created 
when you registered.

When you log in you be on your dashboard. Everything you need can be accessed 
through the dashboard

Under Account Settings you can review and/or edit the information you provided when 
you registered.

Round 1 judging can be done anytime within the program dates (at a time that works 
best for you) because there is no interview or live judging with the student innovators in 
this round.



Round 2 judging will have specific dates/times, that once firmed up, will be listed under 
the “Account Settings” option. If you do not see the dates/times listed, they have not 
been finalized and as soon as those dates/times have been finalized, you will receive an 
email so that you can log back in to your account on the portal and select the date/time 
you are available to judge, if you selected to be a Round 2 judge.

When the NIC team assigns projects to judges, you will be able to see your assigned 
projects for Round 1 or Round 2 of the competition under “My Assignments” in the 
center of the dashboard.

If you have any questions please write to nationalinnovator@hewittlearning.org.

mailto:nationalinnovator@hewittlearning.org
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